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COMMUNITY

April 24, 7-9 PM: Talent 
Show in Downtown Sylves-
ter

April 25, 8-10 PM: Food 
Pantry and Clothes Closet 
at Pinson Memorial Church, 
109 E. Pope St., Sylvester

April 25, 10 AM-5 PM: First 
Responder BBQ Cookoff at 
Jeffords Park. There will be 
food and arts/crafts ven-
dors.

April 26, 10:30 AM: Concert 
at FBC. See ad on pg 3 for 
more info.

April 27-29, 7 PM: Revival 
at Poulan Freewill Baptist. 
Homecoming to follow 
Saturday, May 2 at 11 AM 
with meal to follow.

April 28: Red Cross Blood 
Drive at the Margaret Jones 
Public Library in Sylvester.

April 29, 30, May 1, 7:30 PM: 
REVIVAL at Pleasant Grove 
Baptist Church. Sunday, 
May 3 Morning Service at 
10 AM. Afternoon Service 
at 2 PM.

May 2, 12 PM-4 PM: Heros 
in Hats. Proceeds Benefit 
the Georgia Sheriffs’ Youth 
Homes. Fish Fry/Live Auc-
tion/Silent Auction/Raffles/
Live Music. $50 per Ticket. 
Purchase tickets at Fletch-
er-Yearta Jewelers or Kelly 
Street Market.

May 2, 8 AM-4PM: Commu-
nity Yard Sale. See pg. 12 
for more info.

OBITUARIES

Laverne Purvis Watkins,
Sumner

Cale Colby
info@thesylvesterlocal.com
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By Ben Baker 
for the Wiregrass Farmer

A bill on the Governor’s 
desk will cap the cost of an am-
bulance ride for the person in 
the emergency transport, if that 
person has insurance.

The "Surprise Billing Con-
sumer Protection Act" aims to 
stop Georgians and anyone else 
in the Peach State from getting 
hammered with an ambulance 
bill.

It does have a few strings 
attached.

1) The ambulance ride has 
to be requested by a paramedic, 
EMT, police officer, firefighter 
or someone in the dispatch cen-
ter.

2) The cost of the ride is 
either:

a) A rate set by the local 
government, the County Com-
mission in this case.

b) 326% of the Medicare 
reimbursement or whatever 
the ambulance service bills. In 
Georgia, some ambulance ser-
vices are not run by a local gov-
ernment.

3) This applies to people 
with insurance, whether the 
ambulance is in the insurance 
network or not.

The key part of this is 
found in the proposed law. “Any 
payment made to an ambulance 
provider pursuant to this Code 
section shall release a covered 
person from any further pay-
ment responsibility other than 
any copayment, coinsurance, or 
deductible owed by the covered 
person.”

In other words, the person 
taking the ride is only responsi-
ble for their copay up to the de-
ductible on their insurance.

As of press time, the Gov-
ernor had not signed the bill.

Governor Kemp Seeks to Limit 
Ambulance Transportation Costs

Riding Along in My Automobile...
Downtown Sylvester hosted their annual car show at the Train Depot this weekend.

Pray for Our Farmers
Just East of Valdosta in 

Clinch County, a wildfire 
continues to burn. So far 
it has ravaged over 7,000 
acres and residents are being 
warned that they may have 
to start evacuating soon. 
Across the state there were 
over 50 wildfires reported 
last weekend alone. There 
is a chance of rain in the 
forecast this weekend with 
a 50% chance on Saturday, 
and possibly a 65% chance on 
Sunday. We desperately need 
this rain to come.

Beyond the dangerous 
and destructive wildfire risk, 
our Worth County Farmers 
are hurting right now. planting 
peanuts in Georgia typically 
opens in late April and 
continues through mid-May, 
offering the best balance for a 
long growing season. Farmers 
aim to complete planting 
by the third week of May to 
ensure the crop has sufficient 
time to mature before fall 
temperatures arrive. Planting 
too early exposes vulnerable 
seedlings to potential late-
spring cold snaps, while 
planting too late risks the pods 
not reaching optimal maturity 
before October.

We think of veteran 
farmers like Mr. Billy 
Senkbeil in Gordy, who has 

never used irrigation on his 
farm, but relied soley on the 
Grace of God to ensure that 
his crops  get the rain they 
need to thrive and provide 
a good harvest. There are 
many other farmers across the 
county who may use irrigation 
to grow their crops, but at 
least a percerntage of their 
acreage is dryland that releies 
on nature to keep everything 
growing on schedule.

the soil must contain 
adequate moisture at the 
planting depth to encourage 
germination and stand 
establishment. Peanuts are 
susceptible to dry conditions 
during this phase, so planting 
should be timed with favorable 
weather or supported by 
irrigation. The soil should 
also be checked to ensure that 
the risk of a late spring frost 
has passed, as the young, 

Congratulations to the 2026 WCHS Prom King Keyshawn 
Jackson and Prom Queen Sher'Miah Donaldson! See page 10 
for more pictures.

Just East of Valdosta in 
Clinch County, a wildfire con-
tinues to burn. So far it has 
ravaged over 7,000 acres and 
residents are being warned that 
they may have to start evac-
uating soon. Across the state 
there were over 50 wildfires 
reported last weekend alone. 
There is a chance of rain in 
the forecast this weekend with 
a 50% chance on Saturday, 
and possibly a 65% chance on 
Sunday. We desperately need 
this rain to come.

Beyond the dangerous 
and destructive wildfire risk, 
our Worth County Farmers 
are hurting right now. planting 
peanuts in Georgia typically 
opens in late April and contin-
ues through mid-May, offer-
ing the best balance for a long 
growing season. Farmers aim 
to complete planting by the 
third week of May to ensure 
the crop has sufficient time to 
mature before fall tempera-
tures arrive. Planting too early 
exposes vulnerable seedlings 
to potential late-spring cold 
snaps, while planting too late 
risks the pods not reaching op-
timal maturity before October.

We think of veteran farm-
ers like Mr. Billy Senkbeil in 
Gordy, who has never used ir-
rigation on his farm, but relied 

soley on the Grace of God to 
ensure that his crops  get the 
rain they need to thrive and 
provide a good harvest. There 
are many other farmers across 
the county who may use irri-
gation to grow their crops, but 
at least a percentage of their 
acreage is dryland that relies 
on nature to keep everything 
growing on schedule.

the soil must contain ade-
quate moisture at the planting 

depth to encourage germina-
tion and stand establishment. 
Peanuts are susceptible to dry 
conditions during this phase, 
so planting should be timed 
with favorable weather or 
supported by irrigation. The 
soil should also be checked to 
ensure that the risk of a late 
spring frost has passed, as the 
young, 

Likewise, cotton planting 
See FARMER on page 7

Cale Colby
info@thesylvesterlocal.com

 The fifth annual Sylves-
ter Car Show rolled back into 
the train depot on Saturday in 
what has quickly become a 
premiere event for downtown 
Sylvester. Saturday marked 
the fifth annual car show that 
just seems to keep growing 
every year. This year’s group 
of car enthusiasts included ev-
erything from Ford Model-Ts 
to 50s and 60s hot rods, all 
the way up to modern muscle 
cars looking to show off their 

ground shaking horsepower. 
There was also a section of the 
show devoted exclusively to 
race cars.

Over 100 cars were on dis-
play, and awards were given 
out for the top 50 cars. There 
were also special awards for 
best in show for cars, trucks, 
and motorcycles. And, the 
awards and plaques were all 
built by students at Worth 
County High School. There 
were also door prizes that 
were given out every hour.

This event really gives re-
storers an opportunity to show 
off their beautiful machines 

and the head turning art may 
take years to rescue and turn 
their vision into reality. This 
is truly an investment in sav-
ing these classic cars, trucks, 
and bikes and reminding the 
community of what Detroit 
steel looked like before the 
plastic and technology that we 
have come to expect in mod-
ern automobiles. Saving these 
vehicles from the junk yards 
and fields and tree rows, and 
bringing them back to life is 
truly preserving small piec-
es of classic America for the 
generations to come. So many 

See CAR on page 7

Community
June 3 - July 29, WEDNES-
DAYS from 2:15 to 3 PM: 
Margaret Jones Public Li-
brary will have Grab & Go 
Weekly Food Boxes for chil-
dren up to age 18. 

July 11, 8 AM-1 PM: City 
of Sylvester Fishing Rodeo 
at Gervaise Lawhorne Park 
(Duck Pond). Prizes and 
FREE food and drink.

July 14, 2 PM-6 PM: Ameri-
can Red Cross Blood Drive is 
July 14, 2026 in the Sumner 
Room at the Margaret Jones 
Public Library.

July 20-23, 6 PM: Poulan 
Community VBS to be held 
at Poulan Freewill Baptist 
Church. 

FIRST SATURDAY of each 
month, 9-10:30 AM: Food 
Pantry at Pinson Memorial 
Church, 109 E. Pope St., Syl-
vester

Every Tuesday and Friday 
night at 7:30 PM: AA Meet-
ings at the Board of Edu-
cation building off Isabella 
Street. Free to join. Call 894-
7029 for more info. 
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Obituaries
Donna Odom Broadaway,
Worth County

(229) 776-7691

5-Star  Dealer*****
fordsylvester.com

1002 W. Franklin St.
Sylvester

Shop local for
your next car, 
truck, or SUV.
Ford Sylvester

is your one 
stop shop for

Sales & Service

New name, same great people!

It is a thousand times bet-
ter to have common sense 
without education than to 
have education without 
common sense.
    ~Robert Green Ingersoll
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Community
The Poulan Lions Club will 
hold its Annual Turkey Shoot 
on Sat., Nov. 14, 2026, begin-
ning at 1 PM across from Ed’s 
Truck Stop in Poulan. 100% 
of the proceeds will fund eye 
exams and eyeglasses for stu-
dents in need at Worth County 
Primary School. Everyone is 
invited to attend and support 
this worthy cause!

Spring Flats Road
The DOT says, for those who 
have been asking about the re-
opening of Spring Flats Rd., 
the upcoming traffic shift on 
SR 133 will open access. Re-
minder: the speed limit is 
45 mph through the two SR 
133 projects still under con-
struction. That’s 24/7, nights, 
weekends, holidays. Please 
slow down and do not pass on 
the double yellow line. 

FIRST SATURDAY of each 
month, 9-10:3AM: Food 
pantry at Pinson Memorial 
Church, 109 E. Pope St., Syl-
vester

Every Tuesday and Friday 
night at 7:30 PM: AA Meet-
ings at the Board of Education 
building off Isabella Street. 
Free to join. Call 894-7029 for 
more info.

The Sylvester Local News 
temporary office hours are 
Monday, Tuesday and Thurs-
day 9am - 2pm; Wednesday 
9am - NOON; closed on Fri-
day.

The American Red Cross 
asks donors to go for a spin 
and help save lives by giving 
blood or platelets in Novem-
ber. Donors of all blood types, 
especially those with type O 
blood, are urged to make an 
appointment to donate now.

The Red Cross and Wheel 
of Fortune are teaming up 
to give back to donors this 
Thanksgiving. Those who 
come to give blood or platelets 
between Nov. 23 and Dec. 6, 
2026, will receive an exclu-
sive Red Cross x Wheel of 
Fortune oversized mug, while 
supplies last. Additionally, all 
who come to give Nov. 23-
Dec. 6 will automatically be 
entered for a chance to win a 
three-night trip for two to Los 
Angeles with entry to a Wheel 
of Fortune taping. Full details 
can be found at RedCross-
Blood.org/WheelofFortune.
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April 24, 7-9 PM: Talent 
Show in Downtown Sylves-
ter

April 25, 8-10 PM: Food 
Pantry and Clothes Closet 
at Pinson Memorial Church, 
109 E. Pope St., Sylvester

April 25, 10 AM-5 PM: First 
Responder BBQ Cookoff at 
Jeffords Park. There will be 
food and arts/crafts ven-
dors.

April 26, 10:30 AM: Concert 
at FBC. See ad on pg 3 for 
more info.

April 27-29, 7 PM: Revival 
at Poulan Freewill Baptist. 
Homecoming to follow 
Saturday, May 2 at 11 AM 
with meal to follow.

April 28: Red Cross Blood 
Drive at the Margaret Jones 
Public Library in Sylvester.

April 29, 30, May 1, 7:30 PM: 
REVIVAL at Pleasant Grove 
Baptist Church. Sunday, 
May 3 Morning Service at 
10 AM. Afternoon Service 
at 2 PM.

May 2, 12 PM-4 PM: Heros 
in Hats. Proceeds Benefit 
the Georgia Sheriffs’ Youth 
Homes. Fish Fry/Live Auc-
tion/Silent Auction/Raffles/
Live Music. $50 per Ticket. 
Purchase tickets at Fletch-
er-Yearta Jewelers or Kelly 
Street Market.

May 2, 8 AM-4PM: Commu-
nity Yard Sale. See pg. 12 
for more info.
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By Ben Baker 
for the Wiregrass Farmer

A bill on the Governor’s 
desk will cap the cost of an am-
bulance ride for the person in 
the emergency transport, if that 
person has insurance.

The "Surprise Billing Con-
sumer Protection Act" aims to 
stop Georgians and anyone else 
in the Peach State from getting 
hammered with an ambulance 
bill.

It does have a few strings 
attached.

1) The ambulance ride has 
to be requested by a paramedic, 
EMT, police officer, firefighter 
or someone in the dispatch cen-
ter.

2) The cost of the ride is 
either:

a) A rate set by the local 
government, the County Com-
mission in this case.

b) 326% of the Medicare 
reimbursement or whatever 
the ambulance service bills. In 
Georgia, some ambulance ser-
vices are not run by a local gov-
ernment.

3) This applies to people 
with insurance, whether the 
ambulance is in the insurance 
network or not.

The key part of this is 
found in the proposed law. “Any 
payment made to an ambulance 
provider pursuant to this Code 
section shall release a covered 
person from any further pay-
ment responsibility other than 
any copayment, coinsurance, or 
deductible owed by the covered 
person.”

In other words, the person 
taking the ride is only responsi-
ble for their copay up to the de-
ductible on their insurance.

As of press time, the Gov-
ernor had not signed the bill.

Governor Kemp Seeks to Limit 
Ambulance Transportation Costs

Riding Along in My Automobile...
Downtown Sylvester hosted their annual car show at the Train Depot this weekend.

Pray for Our Farmers
Just East of Valdosta in 

Clinch County, a wildfire 
continues to burn. So far 
it has ravaged over 7,000 
acres and residents are being 
warned that they may have 
to start evacuating soon. 
Across the state there were 
over 50 wildfires reported 
last weekend alone. There 
is a chance of rain in the 
forecast this weekend with 
a 50% chance on Saturday, 
and possibly a 65% chance on 
Sunday. We desperately need 
this rain to come.

Beyond the dangerous 
and destructive wildfire risk, 
our Worth County Farmers 
are hurting right now. planting 
peanuts in Georgia typically 
opens in late April and 
continues through mid-May, 
offering the best balance for a 
long growing season. Farmers 
aim to complete planting 
by the third week of May to 
ensure the crop has sufficient 
time to mature before fall 
temperatures arrive. Planting 
too early exposes vulnerable 
seedlings to potential late-
spring cold snaps, while 
planting too late risks the pods 
not reaching optimal maturity 
before October.

We think of veteran 
farmers like Mr. Billy 
Senkbeil in Gordy, who has 

never used irrigation on his 
farm, but relied soley on the 
Grace of God to ensure that 
his crops  get the rain they 
need to thrive and provide 
a good harvest. There are 
many other farmers across the 
county who may use irrigation 
to grow their crops, but at 
least a percerntage of their 
acreage is dryland that releies 
on nature to keep everything 
growing on schedule.

the soil must contain 
adequate moisture at the 
planting depth to encourage 
germination and stand 
establishment. Peanuts are 
susceptible to dry conditions 
during this phase, so planting 
should be timed with favorable 
weather or supported by 
irrigation. The soil should 
also be checked to ensure that 
the risk of a late spring frost 
has passed, as the young, 

Congratulations to the 2026 WCHS Prom King Keyshawn 
Jackson and Prom Queen Sher'Miah Donaldson! See page 10 
for more pictures.

Just East of Valdosta in 
Clinch County, a wildfire con-
tinues to burn. So far it has 
ravaged over 7,000 acres and 
residents are being warned that 
they may have to start evac-
uating soon. Across the state 
there were over 50 wildfires 
reported last weekend alone. 
There is a chance of rain in 
the forecast this weekend with 
a 50% chance on Saturday, 
and possibly a 65% chance on 
Sunday. We desperately need 
this rain to come.

Beyond the dangerous 
and destructive wildfire risk, 
our Worth County Farmers 
are hurting right now. planting 
peanuts in Georgia typically 
opens in late April and contin-
ues through mid-May, offer-
ing the best balance for a long 
growing season. Farmers aim 
to complete planting by the 
third week of May to ensure 
the crop has sufficient time to 
mature before fall tempera-
tures arrive. Planting too early 
exposes vulnerable seedlings 
to potential late-spring cold 
snaps, while planting too late 
risks the pods not reaching op-
timal maturity before October.

We think of veteran farm-
ers like Mr. Billy Senkbeil in 
Gordy, who has never used ir-
rigation on his farm, but relied 

soley on the Grace of God to 
ensure that his crops  get the 
rain they need to thrive and 
provide a good harvest. There 
are many other farmers across 
the county who may use irri-
gation to grow their crops, but 
at least a percentage of their 
acreage is dryland that relies 
on nature to keep everything 
growing on schedule.

the soil must contain ade-
quate moisture at the planting 

depth to encourage germina-
tion and stand establishment. 
Peanuts are susceptible to dry 
conditions during this phase, 
so planting should be timed 
with favorable weather or 
supported by irrigation. The 
soil should also be checked to 
ensure that the risk of a late 
spring frost has passed, as the 
young, 

Likewise, cotton planting 
See FARMER on page 7
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 The fifth annual Sylves-
ter Car Show rolled back into 
the train depot on Saturday in 
what has quickly become a 
premiere event for downtown 
Sylvester. Saturday marked 
the fifth annual car show that 
just seems to keep growing 
every year. This year’s group 
of car enthusiasts included ev-
erything from Ford Model-Ts 
to 50s and 60s hot rods, all 
the way up to modern muscle 
cars looking to show off their 

ground shaking horsepower. 
There was also a section of the 
show devoted exclusively to 
race cars.

Over 100 cars were on dis-
play, and awards were given 
out for the top 50 cars. There 
were also special awards for 
best in show for cars, trucks, 
and motorcycles. And, the 
awards and plaques were all 
built by students at Worth 
County High School. There 
were also door prizes that 
were given out every hour.

This event really gives re-
storers an opportunity to show 
off their beautiful machines 

and the head turning art may 
take years to rescue and turn 
their vision into reality. This 
is truly an investment in sav-
ing these classic cars, trucks, 
and bikes and reminding the 
community of what Detroit 
steel looked like before the 
plastic and technology that we 
have come to expect in mod-
ern automobiles. Saving these 
vehicles from the junk yards 
and fields and tree rows, and 
bringing them back to life is 
truly preserving small piec-
es of classic America for the 
generations to come. So many 

See CAR on page 7

Community
June 3 - July 29, WEDNES-
DAYS from 2:15 to 3 PM: 
Margaret Jones Public Li-
brary will have Grab & Go 
Weekly Food Boxes for chil-
dren up to age 18. 

July 11, 8 AM-1 PM: City 
of Sylvester Fishing Rodeo 
at Gervaise Lawhorne Park 
(Duck Pond). Prizes and 
FREE food and drink.

July 14, 2 PM-6 PM: Ameri-
can Red Cross Blood Drive is 
July 14, 2026 in the Sumner 
Room at the Margaret Jones 
Public Library.

July 20-23, 6 PM: Poulan 
Community VBS to be held 
at Poulan Freewill Baptist 
Church. 

FIRST SATURDAY of each 
month, 9-10:30 AM: Food 
Pantry at Pinson Memorial 
Church, 109 E. Pope St., Syl-
vester

Every Tuesday and Friday 
night at 7:30 PM: AA Meet-
ings at the Board of Edu-
cation building off Isabella 
Street. Free to join. Call 894-
7029 for more info. 
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Sales & Service

New name, same great people!

It is a thousand times bet-
ter to have common sense 
without education than to 
have education without 
common sense.
    ~Robert Green Ingersoll

Americans should always 
honor our veterans. At this 
moment, we especially need 
the example of their character. 
And we need a new gener-
ation to set examples of its 
own, examples in service and 
sacrifice and courage. These 
veterans have shaped our 
history, and with their values, 
your generation will help 
guide our future.

 George W. Bush

Mr. Rufus Powell
Sylvester

ObituariesObituaries

Margaret Jones 
Public Library 
honors Veterans

Inside this week

by Erin Harrison 
SLN

Georgia Republican 
Senator of District 13, 
Carden Summers, spoke 
last week to the Sylvester 
Kiwanis Club and com-
munity leaders. The lunch 
meeting on Wednesday 
discussed election re-
sults, flock cameras and 
data centers. 

Senator Summers was in-
troduced by Bill Davis of the 
Sylvester Kiwanis Club. These 
old friends have over 34 years 
of serving together through 
Kiwanis. Mr. Summers men-
tioned in his opening remarks 
that his goal is to continue to 
serve rural Georgia. He says, 
“anything we do in Georgia, is 
good for rural Georgia.” 

The Senator spoke directly 
about current concerns in the 
economy and government and 
how the two need to work to-
gether for the greater good. He 
said, “communication is key 
and we have to stop relying 

on social media opinions over 
facts.” 
GOVERNMENT
CHANGES

At the 2026 Election con-
clusion, all major offices in 
Georgia changed. The Senate 
has a one person majority with 

the Republican party. Regard-
ing new Democratic leader-
ship, Senator Summers (R) 
said, “You have to work with 

people. Georgia has 56 Senate 
members, and only 6 of those 
are south of Houston County. 
My district is what I’m con-
cerned about. This is my home 
and your home. It’s important 
to find a middle ground and 
work together.”

POWER
Newly elected Democratic 

Governor, Keisha Lance-Bot-
toms will take office in Jan-
uary 2027. She will appoint 
over 4,000 people to various 
boards. With KLB as Gover-
nor-Elect, Senator Carden said 
she will take office with an in-
credible amount of power. She 
will be operating with over 
$16 billion of reserve funds 
and will pass down executive 
orders. 

FLOCK CAMERAS
Senator Summers says that 

when utilized for their intend-
ed purposes, flock cameras 
serve a good cause. Flock 
cameras are solar-powered au-
tomated license plate readers. 
They are (See FLOCK Page 4)

Sen. Carden on the governor and data centers

Sylvester businessman Bill Davis and State Senator Carden Summers at a re-
cent Kiwanis Club meeting. 					     Photo Erin Harrison

Worth County Classic Rodeo needs your help
by Carey Willis
Rodeo Chair
and Kayla Myers
Chamber President/CEO

Let’s talk about some-
thing important: LOCAL 
BUSINESSES!

Our businesses are the 
backbone of Worth County. 
You sponsor our youth pro-
grams, support our schools, 
donate to fundraisers, and 
show up time and time again 
when our community needs 
you.

And we want to create an-
other opportunity for your 
business to shine!

The Worth County Clas-
sic Rodeo, coming February 
26–27, 2027, is an opportunity 
to put your business in front of 
rodeo fans, local families, and 
visitors while supporting an 

exciting community event.
We are actively seeking ro-

deo sponsors and community 
partners!

We have several sponsor-
ship opportunities available, 
including:

• Event sponsorship pack-
ages at different investment 
levels

• Business logo recognition
• Arena big-screen adver-

tising
• Commercial advertising 

opportunities
We want businesses of all 

sizes to feel welcome to par-
ticipate. Whether you’re a 
large company or a small lo-
cally owned business, your 
support matters!

And here’s something we 
hope you’ll consider: When 
you sponsor this rodeo, you’re 

not just purchasing adver-
tising. You’re helping create 
an event that brings people 
together, celebrates our agri-
cultural roots, and gives our 
community something to look 
forward to.

We’re incredibly grateful 
for those who have already 
stepped forward, including 
our Round-Up Sponsor, Pow-
erhouse Ford.

Now we’d love to add 
YOUR business to the grow-
ing list of supporters!

Call 229-776-7718 to dis-
cuss sponsorship opportuni-
ties, or visit www.worthrodeo.
com to learn more about the 
event.

Let’s make this rodeo one 
Worth County will be talking 
about long after the last cow-
boy leaves the arena!

Emily Thompkins, with the Chamber, says Rodeo 
T-Shirts are going to be top fashion in Worth County 
soon. Get yours at the Chamber.

SCENES FROM A JOB FAIR

ESS is an employment service agency. 
It works with many schools in the region.

Home health care is a big industry and needs 
employees.                         Photos Erin Harrison

A job with the County provides benefits and 
a pension.


